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Purpose

The following guide walks you through the opening of an account in GO ESKAS by
a) Creating a SWITCH edu-ID with two-factor authentication
b) Signing up for an account in GO ESKAS by initiating a scholarship application
c) Login to GO ESKAS using your SWITCH edu-ID.

Key Words
SWITCH edu-ID is your persistent identity to access all federated services. It is easy to use,
controlled by the user and provides secure access to academic services. The service is pro-

vided by SWITCH for Swiss Higher Education Institutions and parties with relation to them.
elAM is the authentication and authorisation infrastructure used by Swiss Government.

GO ESKAS is the application of the Swiss Federal State Secretariat for Education, Research,
and Innovation (SERI) where eligible and authenticated students can apply for a Swiss Gov-
ernment Excellence Scholarship of the Federal Commission for Scholarships for Foreign Stu-
dents (FCS).

Prerequisites

Before beginning, ensure the following:

Requirement Description

Email address: Use your email address you provided to ESKAS and which was used
for your Login

Authenticator app: Install an authenticator app like Google Authenticator or Microsoft Au-
thenticator

Internet access: You need a stable internet connection

No prior elAM links:  Ensure you are not logged into any existing elAM session and do not

reuse a SWITCH edu-ID previously linked to an elAM identity

Note

The use of Switch edu-ID, elAM und GO ESKAS is free of charge as is to register and to apply
for a Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship of the Federal Commission for Scholarships
for Foreign Students (FCS).
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1 Create a new SWITCH edu-ID

To sign in to GO ESKAS, you need a SWITCH edu-ID account.
e If you already have a SWITCH edu-ID account:

Please skip this chapter and continue directly with chapter 2 Initiate your scholarship
application in GO ESKAS.

e If you do not have a SWITCH edu-ID account yet:

Please continue with the following steps to create a new SWITCH edu-ID

1.1 Switch edu-ID Website
1. Open your browser and go to: https://eduid.ch

2. Click on “Create Account”

& https://eduid.ch

I 4
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1.2 Complete the Registration Form
1. Complete the fields as shown:
e First name / Last name
o Date of Birth
o Email address: use your e-mail of your login
e Language
e Password: Choose a strong password

e Confirm Password

2. Accept the terms and click “Register”

Switch edu-ID Help EN -

Create Account

First name

Albert

Last name

Einstein

Date of birth
14/03/1879 2]

E-mail

albert.einstein@axericon.ch

Preferred language

English v

Matriculation number (optional)

Password

............ @

------------ @)

| agree to the Terms and Conditions

Note: If the “Register” button is not visible, that means that there is already an active SWITCH
edu-ID session. In this case, you should not create a new account. Proceed with chapter 2 In-

itiate your scholarship application in GO ESKAS.

The button will also not be visible if another person has created an account on the same device.
In this situation, open another browser and try this step using the browser in “private mode” or

after deleting the browser cookies.
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1.3 Confirm Your Email Address

1. Check your email inbox for a verification email from SWITCH.

SE

To: _

Switch edu-ID <no-reply@switch.ch>

@ “ Reply & Replyall 7 Forward

Switch edu-ID

Dear Andrew Wallace

You receive this e-mail because you registered a Switch edu-1D account using the
e-mail addres; omplete the account activation please enter the
verification

675497

If you closed the registration page without verifying this e-mail address, you can
restart the registration at https:/feduid_ch/registration. You will receive a new code
for your e-mail address.

Best Regards
Your Switch edu-ID Team

Please do not reply to this e-mail. If you need support, please visit
https:#/eduid.ch/help.

Switch edu-1D is a service of Switch
Switch, Werdstrasse 2, P.O. Box, 8021 Zurich, Switzerland
hittps:/feduid.ch eduid-support@switch.ch

@ B
Thu 2026-08-06 11:18

2. Enter verification code or click on the confirmation link to verify your email address.

Switch edu-1D

Help EN -

Enter Verification Code

A message with a verification code was sent to

albert.einstein@axericon.ch.

Please enter the verification code.

Verification code
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3. You will be redirected to complete your SWITCH edu-ID profile. Skip “Add mobile phone
number” at this point.

Switch edu-ID Help EN -

Add mobile phone number

Your account has been created and can now be used.

Please add a mobile number to your account. It can be used to
recover your account if you lose access to it.

Mobile phone number

Note: You must confirm your email address within 7 days after activating the account at
SWITCH edu-ID.

4. Accept “Retrieving identifiers”

Switch edu-ID Help EN ~

Login

The service edu-ID Account Management is requesting the
following permissions:

Retrieving identifiers
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1.4 Enable Two-Factor Authentication (2FA)

To use your Switch edu-ID with GO ESKAS, two-factor authentication must be enabled. You

will not be allowed to log in to GO ESKAS if you have not enabled two-factor authentication
in your Switch edu-ID.

1. Move on to the “Security” section by clicking on your user name and selecting Security
from the menu. Then change the “Multi-factor Authentication” setting to on

Switch edu-ID Help EM - | Albert Einstein =

Prafile

Privacy

B . Organisations
Security settings were chonged successfully.

[ Log out

Profile Security Privacy Organisations

Password

Multi-factor Authentication

Increase your occount security by using o second factor,
Passkeys

Autharticator app

2. Click on “Authenticator App”

You may also use Passkey, if you prefer. This guide explains how to use an authenticator app.
Therefore it is recommended to select “Authenticator App” here.

Switch edu-ID Help EN ~ (Alben Einstein )

Set Up Multi-factor Authentication

Passkey

Use the passwordless login method, which uses biometric information
such as fingerprint or Face ID. Passkeys replace the first and second
factor of a login.

Authenticator App

Use an authenticator app like Google or Microsoft Authenticator. This
method is used in combination with your password to provide a multi-
factor authentication.
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3. Register your Authenticator App

a. Open an authenticator app of your choice on your mobile phone (frequently used apps
are Google Authenticator or Microsoft Authenticator)

b. Add a new item in your authenticator app. The app will prompt you to scan a QR-Code.
With your authenticator app, scan the QR code shown by Switch edu-ID
The authenticator app displays a 6 digits code. Enter those 6 digits in the field “Verifi-
cation code” displayed by Switch edu-ID.

e. Click “Submit”

Switch edu-ID Help EN - .(mben Einstein -j.

Register your Authenticator App

1. Open your authenticator app E E

Frequently used applications:
» Google Authenticator (iOS, Android)
« Microsoft Authenticator (iOS, Android)
> Password manager

=]

Secret key

s e I

4, Enter the 6 digits below

Verification code
|
4. Store the recovery code in a safe but retrievable place, confirm “l have stored it”’, and

2. Add a new item

click “Continue” and move on to chapter 2 Initiate your scholarship application in GO
ESKAS.

Switch edu-ID Help EN - [ AlbertEinstein = |

Your New Recovery Code

Keep the recovery code in o safe but retrievable place (2.9, password manager or

n.(:fe.-:]r ).
I

B | have stored it
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2 Initiate your scholarship application in GO ESKAS

1. Open your browser and go to https://lwww.go.eskas.ch

2. Select the link to initiate a new application

& G | A1 https//www.go.eskas.ch/LoginServlet?sprache=en

PEC GI=@ -

User Access with elAM

stEr D)

AECK ELIGIBILTY

STEP
SIGN UP

STEP

stEe (4)

Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft
Confederation suisse

Links

» Step 1: Check your eligibility
Verify with the Eligibilty-Check if you meet the criterias for a Swiss

Government Excellence Scholarship.

The for a swiss e Scholarship as
well as the appliances Switch edu-ID, eIAM and GO ESKAS are free
of charge.

Services of GO ESKAS are interrupted en Thurdays, between
12:00 H and 14:00 H (local time Switerzland) for the duration of
a few minutes due to maintenance work. Users have to login again
after the interruption.

> =
/@6

» Step 2: Register for access on GO ESKAS

Access on the application plattform GO ESAS is only granted with
an authenticated electronic identity. Create an authenticated
electronic identity using Switch edu-ID Registration. Consult the
User Guide if needed.

The Switch edu-ID is widely d at i in
Use a private permanent email address to register.

All details needed to prepare your application for a Swiss
Government Excellence Scholarship are available online: Swiss

Government Excellen cholarships at a Glance

KepLy Row

RESULTS

» Step 3: Login and prepare your

Your application for 2 Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship is
to be prepared in GO ESKAS - initiate application

Use the same email address in the application as in the Switch
edu-ID. You receive your user name and a hyperlink for continuing
the application process after completing the basic data entry.

The first ime you open the hyperlink sent via email, your Switch
edu-ID will be linked to the Federal Administration's central access
and permissions system (eIAM). Select Switch edu-ID in the eIAM-
Login selection and follow the instructions. Once your Switch edu-
D ist linked to eTAM you have access the workflow-based
application process in GO ESKAS. You may interrupt and continue
the process anytime: GO ESKAS - continue application

3. You are prompted to select your login method. Click on “SWITCH edu-ID”. You

might need to scroll down to see the SWITCH edu-ID login method in the list.

Confederazione Svizzera
Confederaziun svizra

elAM - Login selection

AGOV - Your authority login

Benefit from the advantages of AGOV now. Switch from
CH-LOGIN to AGOV yourself in just a few steps. Switching
is voluntary; you may continue using CH-LOGIN for now.

Read more

AGOV

CH-LOGIN

FED-LOGIN

GenévelD

ZUGLOGIN

eZug

SWITCH edu-ID

#edalogin
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4. You are forwarded to the Switch edu-ID login page. Enter the email address
you used for your SWITCH edu-ID account and click “Continue”

Switch edu-ID

Help EN ~

Login

E-mail

albert.einstein@axericon.ch|

Create Account

5. Enter your password and click “Login”.

Switch edu-ID

Help EN ~
Login

E-mail

albert.einstein@axericon.ch

Password

Forgot password?

6. Open your authenticator app, find the 6 digit code, enter it in the field “code” and
click “Login”

Switch edu-ID

Help EN ~
Login
Two-Step Login:

@® Open your authenticator app to see the code.

Code

Reset multi-factor authentication

Allow GO ESKAS to read your Name and Email address from your Switch edu-
ID by clicking on “Accept”.

Switch edu-ID

Help EN ~
Login

The service elAM is requesting the following permissions:

Retrieving personal data
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8. The next step depends on where you are redirected now:

- If you see the GO ESKAS Application form (like on the screenshot below), skip

the next two pages (steps 9 to 11) and continue with step 12.

Application for a Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship

Research scholarships

Al fields marked with (*) must be completed.

li d: - .

© swiss host university Scholarship Organisation *

© Figher education GO ESKAS - FCS - Federal Commission for Scholarships for Foreign Students ~
(university studies)

Scholarship programme *
© 0 details Research scholarships M

Academic year =

2027/2028 v

Scholarship type *

powersd by
“MOBILITY-ONLINE

- If you see a question “Do you already have a CH-LOGIN account” (like on the

screenshot below) continue with step 9.

Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft
c Canfédération suisse IAM
Canfederazione Svizzera e

Canfederaziun svizra

Do you already have a CH-LOGIN account?
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9. If you are redirected to a screen asking “Do you already have a CH-LOGIN ac-

count?”

Tick the box “I have understood an accept that the creation of a new account....”

o

b. Click on “Create new CH-LOGIN account”. This ensures a fresh profile is
created.
Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft

0 Confédération suisse eIAM

Canfederazione Syizzera
Confederaziun svizra

Do you already have a CH-LOGIN account?

*You have logged in for the first time with an identity from an external identity
provider for the use of CH-LOGIN. The CH-LOGIN allows you to log in with
email addresses, passwords and, where applicable, 2nd authentication factors
managed in CH-LOGIN, or with an identity from an identity provider. You are
currently logged inwith an identity from an identity provider.

The email address registered by your identity provider is not linked to an

existing CH-LOGIN account. As a result, we cannot
have a CH-LOGIN account that is registered with another email address. Any

tell whether you already

CH-LOGIN account that is already used by you is linked to permissions and data
in Federal Administration applications which you can access only with this
existing CH-LOGIN account.

If you already have a CH-LOGIN account, select "Use existing CH-LOGIN
account”.

If you do not yet have a CH-LOGIN account, select "Create new CH-LOGIN
account”.

Please note that, once a new CH-LOGIN account is created, subsequent linking
to another existing CH-LOGIN account is no longer possible.

| already have a CH-LOGIN account and would like to use this in the future with

my identity from the identity provider in such a way that | can still use the
existing permissions and data in specizlist applications of the Federal

Administration.

Us:

I do not yet have a CH-LOGIN account and would like to create a new one. This
account should be linked to my identity registered with the |D provider. | am
aware that this new CH-LOGIN account will not provide access to permissions
and data in specialist applications of the Federal Administration which | have
previously used with a different CH-LOGIN account

1 have understood and accept that the creation of a new account will also
[0 create a new CH-LOGIN identity. Subsequent linking with another CH-
LOGIN account will then no longer be possible.

Create new CH-LOGIN account

—or-

Cancel and log in differently
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10. Complete the Personal Data in the form and click “Continue”

Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft

Canfédération suisse eIAM
Canfederazione Svizzera

Confederaziun svizra

Personal data

rFirst nam ‘

Albert

rLast nam

Einstein

rDate of birth

| ]

Correspondence

albert.einstein@axericon.ch

~Email addres: ‘

[oe) [=] [r] [

Address

Address line 1 ‘

Address line 2 (optional) ‘

Country

City ‘

Postcode ‘

Cance'

11. Tick the box “I accept the Terms of use” and click on “Continue’

Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft

Confédération suisse elAM
Canfederazione Svizzera

Canfederaziun svizra

Terms and Conditions
To use the service, you must agree with the terms and conditions.

| accept the terms of use
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12. You are forwarded to the GO ESKAS application form, which consists of five

pages. Fill in the fields and move to the next page by clicking “continue”.

Application for a Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship

Research scholarships

Al fields marked with (*) must be completed.

[ o Personal data ]
[ 9 Swiss host university ] Scholarship Organisation =
o Higher education GO ESKAS - FCS - Federal Commission for Scholarships for Foreign Students ~
(university studies)
Scholarship programme =
[ e ID details ] Research scholarships v

Academic year *

2027/2028

Scholarship type *

powered by

a I -
MOBILITY-ONLINE Cancel application Continue

13. After having completed all fields on all five pages, click on “Start application”.

Application for a Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship

Research scholarships

Al fields marked with (*) must be completed.

[ o Application data v

] ID details
[ o Personal data v ]
[ o Swiss host university v ] Type of ID
o Higher education > ~
(university studies)
1D number *

© 10 details | oot

ID expiration date *

| 01.01.2027

powarad by

““MOBILITY-ONLINE Previous Start application

14. Check your mailbox of the email address you have just entered in the GO
ESKAS application form in the previous step. You received an email notification

that your login was created.

You can now proceed with step 3 Login to GO ESKAS.
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3 Login to GO ESKAS

3.1 Prerequisites

You have a SWITCH edu-ID (see chapter 7 Create a new SWITCH edu-ID) and you have
initiated your GO ESKAS Scholarship application (see chapter 2 Initiate your scholarship ap-
plication in GO ESKAS) As a result, you have a user account in GO ESKAS.

3.2 Login Routine

1. Open https://www.go.eskas.ch in your browser

2. Click “User Access with elAM”

< C @ Q8

go.eskas.ch/LoginSendet

step (D
CHECK ELIGIBIMTY

Links

» Step 1: Check your eligibility

Verify with the Eligibilty-Check if you meet the criterias for a Swiss
Government Excellence Scholarship.

The application for 2 Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship as well as
the appliances Switch edu-ID, eIAM and GO ESKAS are free of charge.

Services of GO ESKAS are interrupted on Thurdays, between 12:00 H
and 14:00 H (local time Switerziand) for the duration of a few minutes
due to maintenance work. Users have to login again after the
interruption.

STEP
SIGN UP

WL S

STEP

[REGISTER

» Step 2: Register for access on GO ESKAS

Access on the application plattform GO ESAS is only granted with an
authenticated electronic identity. Create an authenticated electronic
identity using Switch edu-ID Registration. Consult the User Guide if
needed.

The switch edu-ID is widely-used at universitities in Switzerland. Use a
private permanent email address to register.

All details needed to prepare your application for a Swiss Government
Excellence Scholarship are available online: Swiss Government Excellence
Scholarships at a Glance

AepLy Now

» Step 3: Login and prepare your application in GO ESKAS

Your application for a Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship is to be
prepared in GO ESKAS - initiate application

Use the same email address in the application as in the Switch edu-ID.
You receive your user name and a hyperlink for continuing the

application process after completing the basic data entry.

The first time you open the hyperlink sent via email, your Switch edu-1D
will be linked to the Federal Administration's central access and
permissions system (eIAM). Select Switch edu-ID in the eIAM- Login
selection and follow the instructions. Once your Switch edu-ID ist linked
to eIAM you have access the workflow-based application process in GO
ESKAS. You may interrupt and continue the process anytime: GO ESKAS -
continue application
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3. You are prompted to select your login method. Click on “SWITCH edu-ID”. You
might need to scroll down to see the SWITCH edu-ID login method in the list.

elAM - Login selection @

AGOV - Your authority login

Benefit from the advantages of AGOV now. Switch from
CH-LOGIN to AGOV yourself in just a few steps. Switching
is voluntary; you may continue using CH-LOGIN for now.

Read more

CE

CH-LOGIN

#@ FED-LOGIN
m GenévelD
—

ZUGLOGIN
ezug eZug

”~ SWITCH edu-ID

4. You are forwarded to the Switch edu-ID login page. Enter the email address

you used for your SWITCH edu-ID account and click “Continue”

Switch edu-ID Help EN -

Login

E-mail

albert.einstein@axericon.ch|

Create Account

5. Enter your password and click “Login”.

Switch edu-1D Help EN -

Login

E-mail

albert.einstein@axericon.ch

Password

........... q I
Forgot password?
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6. Open your authenticator app, find the 6 digit code, enter it in the field “code” and

click “Login”
sWitch edu-ID Help EN -

Login
Two-Step Login:

® Open your authenticator app to see the code.

Code

Reset multi-factor authentication

7. Start / continue working in the application workflow of GO ESKAS

‘ Q_ Filter menu entries x ‘E Reload Application Workflow

[ English ~ ] B Inthis overview you can see all tasks for a succesfull application in the necessary order You can also see in your workflow if the step has already
been completed or not. If this is the case, itis also indicated, who has complsted the step and when this step has been complated

> My Application Data

Dokumente zum Download [ ——
> My Settings
Last name ) Schalarship Organisstion
Einstein GO ESKAS - FCS - Federal Commise
Firsc nams ] Start of FES scholarship
Albert 01.09.2026
Dacs of Birth (as in the passpord
03.03.2000
2 workflow ‘Open/dose all
+ Overview: All documents uploaded so far o/o
- e P to 2[5

Note: To apply for a scholarship, you need a letter of recommendation from your academic supervisor in Switzerland. If you have already
uploaded this document, you may now submit your application definitively.

+  Online registration
+  Online registration

Click here to download the Fit f
O Fit for Mission Form downloaded icihete to doumoad e Hor
Mission form

Collect data on the research
O  Data collected on the research proposal

proposal

O  Research Proposal Template Downloaded

+ application - Entry of Personal Details
+ Application - Upload of Documents 0/4

+ Application - Information about your Stay and i ision in Swi
+ Application - Upload of the Letter of Support and Short CV of your Academic Supervisor at the Swiss U... 0/2

+ Application - Information about your Previous Studies 0/2

+ Application - Upload of Other Documents
+ Application - Details of Academic Supervisor at your Home University and 0/2

+ application - Upload Document "Fit for Mission™
+ Application - Letter of ion and Final Submissi 0/3
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