
HERA IN A NUTSHELL

Hera is scheduled to 
launch on 07 October 
2024 on a SpaceX 
Falcon-9 rocket. 

Its destination is 
Didymos, the binary 
asteroid, which it will 
reach during October 
2026, to begin six 
months of 
investigation.

As well as serving planetary 
defence, Hera will also 
demonstrate new European 
technologies in deep space – 
including autonomous vision-
based navigation and inter-
satellite links connecting the 
three spacecraft. 

Swiss industry participates in Hera, the ESA-led mission for planetary defence, 
developed as part of a larger international endeavour, the Asteroid Impact 
and Deflection Assessment (AIDA) collaboration. 

Hera will carry a total 
of 12 instruments, 
including two 
CubeSats, plus a radio 
science experiment.

Hera is the 
European 
contribution to an 
international 
double-spacecraft 
endeavour with 
NASA.

Hera will perform a detailed 
post-impact survey of the 
target asteroid, Dimorphos – 
the orbiting moonlet of a binary 
asteroid system known as 
Didymos. 

www.esa.int/hera



ESA Launch kit

Contact: space@sbfi.admin.ch 
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https://esamultimedia.esa.int/docs/HERA_Launch_Kit.pdf
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