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State Secretariat for Education and Research (SER) 

 
Switzerland is a close and dynamic partner of the EU and an integral part of the ERA: Switzerland 
participates since 2004 as an Associated Country in the Framework Programme, it is the only Associ-
ated Country in the Euratom Programme, it is the only smaller nation that is member of all EIROfo-
rum research infrastructures, and it runs numerous bi- and multilateral research programmes and 
common agendas with many EU countries. It is therefore in our common interest to make Europe as 
attractive as possible for researchers, and therefore we gladly contribute to the consultation on the 
ERA Framework. 

 
GENERAL COMMENTS 
 
• It is crucial for the realization of ERA to keep to its positive spirit and dynamics: The completion 

of ERA will be a continuous work in progress. Switzerland thus advocates for realistic milestones 
that can be achieved and for measuring the progress of the ERA integration. It is important to 
enable a framework in which researchers can achieve excellence, not burdensome regulations 
that hinder a bottom-up approach. In any case, ERA must remain a long-term vision and thus an 
evolving, dynamic construct, where new ideas can be brought in as time evolves. 

 
• The realization of ERA requires clear repartition of work between the national and the European 

level. Switzerland recommends to respect the different goals of national and EU funding, where 
national funding for education, research and innovation must build up and strengthen the na-
tional science base. EU funding should foster pan-European cooperation and support Europe as a 
whole in the global competition. Structural Funds can be used as a Community instrument to 
help building up the science base in less competitive MS. Countries may complement such meas-
ures with bilateral initiatives, as does Switzerland. 
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• The use of “soft” measures to create an attractive ERA and the close collaboration with national 
actors and funders should be made attractive. Room should be left for national initiatives, nota-
bly through a topping-up funding scheme within Horizon 2020 that supports transnational re-
search cooperation within Europe initiated by Member States and Associated Countries. Switzer-
land recommends making such instruments lean and with minimum conditions, which should en-
courage states to cooperate and to build up transnational research cooperation in addition to 
Horizon 2020 or other measures. 

 
• In order to make the ERA as successful as possible and to ensure that ERA-relevant information is 

used in an optimal way, stakeholders at different levels need to be involved. Overall, the success 
of the realization of ERA depends on the involvement of all ERA stakeholders on a trust-based 
approach for cooperation and coordination. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 
 
Researchers 
Actions recommended at EU level: 
- Ensure that academic careers remain a rewarding option for young Europeans. 
- Ensure the recruitment of the best researchers inside and outside Europe on the long term.  
- Consider carefully the social security of researchers, portability of pension funds, as well as visa 

and work permit issues at any level.  
- Improve gender and family related issues, particularly with regard to aspects such as dual career 

couples, maternity leave, family-friendly work schedules, flexible child care services etc.  
- Ensure that the standards and targets of the European Charter for Researchers and the Code of 

Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers are well known and implemented throughout 
Europe. 

Cross-border operation of research actors 
Actions recommended at EU level: 
- Ensure that mechanisms should be flexible and easy-to-handle, such as in the D-A-CH- agree-

ments of the “Money Follows Co-operation Line”, which funds a part of a research project 
abroad, and the “Lead Agency”, in which national funding organisations accept the evaluation re-
sults of partner organisations (all organisations involved fund these cross-border projects to-
gether). Other instruments like COST already allow for cross-border bottom-up programming of 
research activities, thus connecting nationally funded research projects. These instruments foster 
the building of trust among funding agencies, research-performing institutions and researchers 
and should be used as instruments instead of creating new instruments or initiatives. 

- Ensure the legal right for funding agencies to send money abroad (necessary condition to imple-
ment the Money follows cooperation line scheme). 

- Enhance the political acceptance of such schemes as necessary and beneficiary for all in the me-
dium and long term. 

- Recognize that confidence in cross-border activities can be achieved when researchers, research 
performing organizations or funding agencies have the possibility to build up trust over time. 
Therefore, such measures must be launched in a bottom-up manner.  
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Research infrastructures (RIs) 
Actions recommended at EU level: 
- Allow more bottom-up approaches for research infrastructures, notably by considering also 

smaller and more regional RIs. 
- Allow more trust by supporting the self-organisation of researchers for new projects. 
- Allow adequate legal structures adapted for each type of research infrastructure without enforc-

ing a particular type (notably ERIC). Consider notably legal structures that do not preclude a later 
global participation. 

- Given the actual strong focus on new, next generation RI and the challenge to set up such new 
structures, focus more on supporting and extending the existing RIs, e.g. by creating special pro-
jects linked to existing EIROforum infrastructures. 

Knowledge transfer (KT) 
Actions recommended at EU level: 
- Define fair, balanced and transparent IP rules which allow SMEs and academia to participate in 

partnerships with larger firms in an adequate way. 
- At EU-level, strengthen KT enabling networks like the Enterprise Europe Network. Initiatives 

which foster cross border mobility of researchers (within Europe or on a global scale) should be 
supported. Training programmes where professionals and researchers collaborate in research in-
stitutes and in companies lead to personal networks and an atmosphere of trust for future col-
laborative projects. A “European KT price” could be created to highlight success stories.  

International dimension 
Actions recommended at EU level: 
- Define common applicable standards that might be useful when Member States (MS) and Asso-

ciated Countries (AC) negotiate bilateral agreements (for instance in the field of IPR or ethics). 
- Share a common understanding of best practices, such as encouraging direct bottom up collabo-

ration between researchers and research institutions and direct bilateral agreements between 
national funding agencies. 

- Furthermore, simplify, standardise and use existing instruments within FP7 (and H2020 in the 
future) aiming at supporting collaboration with third countries or regions. 

- Make the profession of a researcher more attractive on all career stages and in all disciplines. 
- Support the development of favourable framework conditions. They are key to attract scientists, 

including high level facilities and good living conditions for families (not only in financial terms, 
but also security, schools, means of transportations, communications, cultural live, landscape, 
etc.). From a governance point of view, autonomy and competition for adequate funding (as op-
posed to central regulation and “sprinkler effect”) between locations is a basic requirement to 
foster excellence.  

Managing and monitoring the ERA partnership, cross-cutting issues and next 
steps 
Actions recommended at EU level: 
- Ensure that national research funding is strengthened through European incentives and not the 

contrary (i.e. do not force MS to align their research activities within the ERA), in a way that 
states can build up their science base in order to be ready to compete with European standards.  

- Use EU structural funds (SF), according to the own SF rules, to help boosting the science base in 
less competitive countries. However, one should not mix SF rules and Horizon 2020 criteria: the 
latter must be based on excellence alone in order to raise European standards as a whole and 
keep Europe competitive in comparison with other continents. 

- Make use of the potential of women and men in research, innovation and higher education,. 
Further measures to eliminate gender-related barriers are needed: Academic cultures and struc-
tures could be re-examined; gender research might be enhanced.


	Position of Switzerland’sState Secretariat for Education and Research (SER)


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


