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At the existing National Research Centre ‘Robotics – Intelligent Robots for Improving the Quality of Life’, a 
new type of foldable transport drone is being developed. Their construction is modelled after the origami 
technique. The drones are light-weight, easy to manoeuvre and can safely transport goods. Photo: EPFL

Improving competences in basic research

Call for proposals for new National Centres of Competence 
in Research (NCCR)

The Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) has launched a 5th series of calls for proposals for new National Cen-
tres of Competence in Research (NCCR). The deadline for submitting proposals is 1 February 2018, and the new NC-
CRs are scheduled to begin research in early 2020. In this call for proposals, the Confederation also expects submis-
sions that reinforce basic research in the area of digitalisation and enable its potential to be used in various areas  
of application.

National Centres of Competence in Re-
search (NCCRs) enable the Confedera-
tion to support outstanding long-term 
research projects of national importance. 
At the same time, NCCRs facilitate the 
allocation of responsibilities and coordina-
tion between universities in research fields 
of strategic importance for Switzerland. 

tion process is designed in such a way 
as to allow NCCR proposals to initially 
be examined and evaluated by the Swiss 
National Science Foundation (SNSF) with 
the help of an international panel of ex-
perts. This pre-selection process takes into 
account the quality of the proposals, their 
interdisciplinary character and innovative-
ness. The SNSF will then provide the EAER 
with a list of applications by order of pri-
ority that it considers to be of outstanding 
quality for implementation and funding.

When considering the various proposals 
from a research policy standpoint, and 
when making the final selection, the 
Confederation (represented by EAER/SERI) 
will give high priority to applications that 
meet the objectives of the ‘Action Plan 
for Digitalisation within the ERI Sector 
for 2019 and 2020’, which was drafted 
by EAER in the summer. The Action Plan 
provides for various measures to ensure 
that Switzerland can continue to play a 
leading role in the development and ap-
plication of digital technologies. Digital 
competences in the field of information 
and computer sciences must therefore 
be further improved nationally to the re-
quired extent. Here, NCCRs can make an 
important contribution in this respect.
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Further information
Calls for project proposals:  

  www.snf.ch/nccr-call

Funding for NCCRs comes not only from 
the Confederation, but also from univer-
sity budgets and third-party funds. There 
are currently 21 ongoing National Centres 
of Competence in Research (NCCR).

The latest call for tenders is expected to 
launch five to six new NCCRs. The selec-


