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Frontpage:
At the invitation of Presence Switzerland and the Consulate General of Switzerland in Los Angeles, a highranking US delegation came to Switzerland from 18-22 March 2013 for the purpose of learning more about
the Swiss VPET system. Through a series of visits to host companies and meetings with representatives of the
three main partners within the VPET system (i.e. the Confederation, the Cantons and professional organisations), the US delegates were able to gain a clearer idea of Switzerland’s dual-track approach to learning, which
has drawn international acclaim.
As part of its international cooperation activities, SERI provided support for the planning and execution of the
various visits. It also took advantage of this opportunity to show how successful this partnership between the
Confederation, the Cantons and professional organisations is. Indeed, it is thanks to this partnership that our
VPET system remains correlated with the needs of the labour market.
Image: Robert Witchger
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Growing together
Dear reader
It is no secret that the education, research and innovation sector is in flux and is continually adapting to changing circumstances. What is noteworthy, in my view, is that
various areas of ERI, which previously existed in separate worlds, have recently grown
together.
With the start of the current 2013-2016 funding period, the Swiss National Science
Foundation, with a view to encouraging scientific research, was allowed to extend the
SNSF professorship programme successfully tried and tested at universities to universities of applied sciences.
The Federal Assembly has just approved the Dispatch on the “Coordinated Energy
Research Switzerland” Action Plan. The action plan, which will initially cover the period 2013-2016, was drawn up in a structured process by an interdepartmental committee of experts with the direct involvement of funding agencies and higher education institutions. “Energy research” is a broad term; it covers the whole value added
chain from basic research to product-oriented development.
At the European level, the focus of the coming generation of education and youth
programmes (2014-2020) will be on promoting mobility within Europe. The title of
the programme “Erasmus for All” is specifically intended to mean that not just “academic” circles should benefit from such programmes and funding, but that the vocational and professional education and training sector and its partners should also benefit in equal measure.
Last November, the universities, universities of applied sciences and universities of
teacher education in Switzerland, at their own initiative, founded the association
“swissuniversities”. Over the next few years, this association will prepare the ground
for the merger of the three current rectors conferences CRUS, KFH and COHEP into a
single conference, as envisaged by the new Federal Act on the Funding and Coordination of the Higher Education Sector (HEdA).
The State Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation (SERI) is also the result of
the convergence of different worlds. We look forward to shaping the ERI sector with
you in future, both at the national and international level.

Mauro Dell’Ambrogio
State Secretary for Education, Research and Innovation
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Education, research and innovation

100 days under a single roof
On 1 January 2013, the State Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation (SERI) became the federal competence
centre for national and international issues relating to education, research and innovation policy. With this new state
secretariat, there is now only one federal agency to contact for the ERI sector

According to the organisation ordinance
of the new Federal Department of Economic Affairs, Education and Research
(EAER), which was quoted above, SERI is
responsible for ensuring that “Switzerland remains a location for high-quality
education, research and innovation”.
The administrative structures required for
this are presented in an organisation
chart (see figure below). Here we see
three directorates: “Vocational and Professional Education and Training and
General Education”; “Higher Education”;
and “Research and Innovation”. This
even structure makes it possible for various ERI cases to be addressed in a manner that is conducive to objectives. In addition, this structure is a reflection of the
three Federal Acts that form the legal
basis for cooperation between the various partners as well as for SERI’s grant
funding activities:
 The Federal Vocational and Professional Education and Training Act
(SR 412.10, VPETA)
 Starting from the end of 2014, the
new Higher Education Act, which is
slated for gradual entry into force,
replacing the current Universities of
Applied Sciences Act (SR 414.71,
UASA) and the University Funding Act
(SR 414.20, UFundA)
 The Research and Innovation Promotion Act (SR 420.1, RIPA)
Until fairly recently, several federal agencies were responsible for matters pertaining to education, research and innovation (ERI). Various structures and
changes made over the past few decades
are intended to enable the Federal Administration to address current needs.
This included the Federal Office for Education and Science (FOES, 1968), the Interdepartmental Coordination Commit4

tee for Science and Research (1969), the
Swiss Science Agency (SSA, 1990) and
finally the Federal Office for Professional
Education and Technology (OPET, 1998).
OPET was later broken down into separate components and then restructured
(in 2005, FOES and SSA were merged to
form the State Secretariat for Education
and Research SER). In parallel to these institutional processes, greater importance
was being given to the ERI sector with
respect to other policy sectors within the
federal administration, particularly starting from the year 2000 onwards. Today,
the promotion of education, research
and innovation accounts for over 10%
of total annual federal expenditure (see
chart below). SERI manages a budget of
around CHF 4.5 billion.
According to the federal finance plan, the
most important budget items for SERI are
national research funding (Swiss National
Science Foundation), 2013: CHF 907 billion federal funding contributions to VPET
(2013: CHF 755 billion) and innovation
(2013: CHF 89 billion), and federal fund-

ing contributions to cantonal universities
(2013: CHF 615 billion) and universities of
applied sciences (2013: CHF 464 billion).
In this first year of activity, SERI intends
to focus on the issue of education and
training allowances (complete revision of
the Federal Act on Subsidies for Cantonal Scholarships), the VPET system (preparation of an overall strategy to improve
the position of professional education
and training), international cooperation
in the area of education and research
(negotiations on Swiss participation in
the next generation of EU framework
programmes), space affairs (co-presidency of the ESA Ministerial Council) and
adaptation of the Ordinance to the Research and Innovation Promotion Act (SR
420.1) upon completion of the complete
revision.
Contact
SERI, Martin Fischer
Head of Communication
 + 41 31 322 96 90
 martin.fischer@sbfi.admin.ch
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Proportion of 13 largest policy sectors in federal budget (1995-2015)

later assessed and summarised: EDK
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Preparations for entry into force of HEdA

Evaluation report on hearing to discuss
draft Federal-Cantonal Agreement
on Cooperation in Higher Education
(FCA-CHE) now available.
A further milestone has been reached on the road towards entry into force
of the Federal Act on the Funding and Coordination of the Higher Education
Sector (HEdA): the hearing on the planned Federal-Cantonal Agreement on
Cooperation in Higher Education (FCA-CHE) has taken place. As the evaluation
report shows, the FCA-CHE enjoys broad-based support.
The Federal Assembly adopted HEdA on
30 September 2011 to replace the previous set of federal legislative texts on cantonal universities and universities of applied sciences. The new Federal Act also
improves coordination within the Swiss
higher education sector. However, the
FCA-CHE is needed in order for the Confederation and the cantons to set common objectives and enable them to establish and transfer powers to joint
federal-cantonal bodies. On the cantonal
side, signature of the FCA-CHE will first
require the cantons to enter into an Intercantonal Agreement on Cooperation in
Higher Education (ICA-CHE).
Evaluation report on FCA-CHE hearing
After adoption of HEdA, the Federal Department of Home Affairs (FDHA), the

Federal Department of Economic Affairs
(FDEA; name changed to EAER on 1 January 2013), the Swiss Conference of Cantonal Ministers of Education (EDK) and
the Swiss University Conference (SUC)
began working together to prepare the
draft FCA-CHE.
The Confederation then organised a
hearing to discuss the draft FCA-CHE in
the second half of 2012. Among those
invited to this hearing were representatives of the Rectors’ Conference of the
Swiss Universities (CRUS) as well as representatives of student and teacher associations. On the cantonal side, a consultation process was launched to gather
feedback on both the draft ICA-CHE and
the draft FCA-CHE. The viewpoints expressed during the FCA-CHE hearing and
the ICA-CHE consultation process were

 During the FCA-CHE hearing, the
Confederation endorsed 15 of the 16
position papers submitted. The feedback related specifically to the following: tasks and powers of CRUS (Art. 5
of FCA-CHE); suggested changes to
the simplified decision-making procedure within SUC (Art. 4 FCA-CHE); the
need for rules on participation of nonvoting members at SUC meetings (Art.
13 HEdA); the committee comprised
of representatives of professional organisations (Art. 15 HEdA).
 During the ICA-CHE consultation process, 25 cantons also expressed their
support for the draft FCA-CHE. Suggested changes related specifically to
management of SUC (Art. 3 of FCACHE) and the participation of national
organisations representing the interests of higher education institutions
within CRUS (Art. 5 of FCA-CHE).
ICA-CHE
The draft ICA-CHE received broad-based
support among the cantonal governments taking part in the consultation
process. Reservations were expressed on
individual items; particularly with regards to the composition of the University Council.
The cantonal parliaments will begin examining the draft ICA-CHE in the second
half of 2013 at the earliest. Possible
adoption of the draft ICA-CHE (which
will enable subsequent signature of the
FCA-CHE) and creation of joint federalcantonal bodies are expected to take
place in 2015.
Contact
SERI, Silvia Studinger
Head of Universities Division
 + 41 31 323 96 80
 silvia.studinger@sbfi.admin.ch
Further information
 Results of FCA-CHE hearing:
www.hfkg.admin.ch/
 Results of ICA-CHE consultation
process:
www.edk.ch/dyn/26013.php
5
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Ensuring continuity within ERI sector

Renewal of successful Swiss participation in EU programmes
At the end of February, the Federal Council Dispatch on Funding of Swiss Participation in EU Framework Programmes
for Research and Innovation and the Federal Council Dispatch on Funding of Swiss Participation in the EU’s “Erasmus
for All Programme” for Education, Training, Youth and Sport were submitted to parliament for approval. The total requested budget for both Federal Council Dispatches amounts to some CHF 4.7 billion (incl. reserves) for the 2014-2020
period. Once approved by parliament, the Federal Council will be able to initiate negotiations with the EU on renewal
of the two important bilateral agreements in this area.
Education, research and innovation (ERI)
are essential components in ensuring
Swiss competitiveness and stability. In order to remain one of the most innovative
countries, Switzerland gives great importance to international cooperation. The
well-established participation in EU programmes is an important part of the Federal Council’s international strategy in
the ERI sector.
“Horizon 2020” opens up research
and innovation prospects
Switzerland began taking part in EU projects as early as in 1987 and became an
associate country in EU research frame-

work programmes in 2004. With a view
to enabling Switzerland to also take part
in the 8th programme generation from
2014 to 2020, the Federal Council has
requested a total budget of CHF 4.4 billion for this seven-year period.
The multiple-year research framework
programme serves as the EU’s main funding instrument for research and innovation. Starting from 2014, this programme
will be called “Horizon 2020” and will
allocate around EUR 80 billion in funding. Research funding instruments considered important for Switzerland include “FET Flagship Initiatives”, one of
which was recently awarded to the Fed-

Complementary instruments used to encourage research and innovation
“Horizon 2020” covers practically the entire value-added chain: fundamental research, applied research, technological development and demonstration projects.
Unlike other research programmes, themes are mostly chosen by policymakers; nevertheless, researchers also have the possibility of proposing their own themes. Research funding will be awarded to the best projects on a competitive basis through
calls for research proposals.
Fundamental
research

SNSF

Applied research

Production Marketing

CHF
3.7 billion*

CTI

CHF 1.62 billion

CHF
23.3 billion*
mainly individual contributions
to research institutions

EUREKA

(*Based on total budget request on ERI Dispatch for 2013-2016 to be approved by Swiss Parliament)

Source: SERI

Research funding during the ERI period 2013-2016
EU research programmes are the most important source of research funding after
the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF). Financial considerations aside, Switzerland would have only limited access to European research networks without this
participation. This would have negative consequences for Switzerland’s competitive
position.
6

Each year, Swiss researchers take part in
around 600 new projects. In the EU’s current FP7, Swiss researchers have already
managed to secure CHF 1.6 billion in research funding. The main recipients of
FP7 research funding in Switzerland have
been the FIT Domain and cantonal universities. However, Swiss universities of applied sciences, SMEs, large industrial companies and non-profit organisations have
been able to secure FP7 research funding.
From an economic standpoint, the results have been positive: since 2007,
Swiss participation in EU research framework programmes have created around
8,000 jobs and 240 new companies.
Swiss participation in “Horizon 2020”
should have similar effects.

CHF
0.55 billion*

EU research programmes

COST

Demo, Exp.
development

eral Institute of Technology Lausanne
(EPFL) for its “Human Brain Project”, and
grants awarded by the European Research Council to encourage fundamental re-search. The new programme generation will also include specific
instruments for SMEs. An additional
component of the “Horizon 2020” package is a programme sponsored by the
European Atomic Energy Community
(EURATOM) to support nuclear research
and training activities. For Switzerland,
the EURATOM programme covers important themes such as safe handling and
disposal of nuclear waste and dismantling of existing nuclear power plants.

In order to maintain the high level and
very successful (from an international
standpoint) participation of Swiss institutions in EU programmes, the Confederation has decided to use some of the
approved funding for national accompanying measures (e.g. information network for researchers) as well as for specific support measures for SMEs and
project coordinators.
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“Erasmus for All” brings existing programmes under a single roof

Programmes to 2013
Lifelong
Learning
Programme

International
cooperation in
higher education
programmes

Grundtvig
Erasmus
Leonardo
Comenius

Erasmus Mundus,
Tempus, Alfa, Edulink,
bilateral programmes

Programmes for 2014 -2020

Erasmus for all

1.

2.

Learning
mobility

Strategic
partnership

3.
Policy
reform

Transversal
Programme
Jean Monnet

Youth in Action

Other activities:
− Jean Monnet
− Sport

“Erasmus for All”
Since 2011, Switzerland has been a fullfledged participant in EU education and
youth programmes. The Federal Council
Dispatch on Funding of Swiss Participation in the EU’s “Erasmus for All Programme for Education, Training, Youth
and Sport” will ensure a smooth transition to the next programme generation
“Erasmus for All” for 2014-2020. The
total budget allocation will be around
CHF 300 million.
The “Erasmus for All” programme will
focus mainly on mobility activities for

Source: SERI

students in higher education, learners in
vocational training, pupils in general education and other young people. It will
also encourage the mobility of teachers
and trainers and create personal development opportunities for young people.
During the current programme generation, mobility activities in 2011 alone
enabled over 6,000 Swiss nationals to
spend time abroad in European countries. The “Erasmus for All” programme
will also include partnerships between
education institutions, authorities, social
partners and youth organisations. Finally,

support will be given to education reform, education projects and transnational studies.
Contact

EU research and innovation:
SERI, Philipp Langer, Head of EU
Framework Programmes Section
 + 41 31 322 96 93
 philipp.langer@sbfi.admin.ch
Education, training, youth and sport:
SERI, Gaétan Lagger, Deputy Head of
International Education Projects Section,
 + 41 31 323 26 74
 gaetan.lagger@sbfi.admin.ch
Further information
 Federal Council Dispatch on Funding
of Swiss Participation in EU Framework Programmes for Research and
Innovation for 2014-2020:
www.sbfi.admin.ch/bot-frp-d
 Euresearch: www.euresearch.ch
Information and advice for researchers from Switzerland.
 ch Foundation for Federal Cooperation: www.ch-go.ch
Advisory services for those wishing to
take part in national, European and
non-European programmes.
 Federal Council Dispatch on Funding
of Swiss Participation in EU’s
“Erasmus for All” Programme:
www.sbfi.admin.ch/bot-era-d

Federal support for twenty-six research facilities
of national importance
During the 2013-2016 budgetary period, the Confederation will be providing partial funding to twenty-six research
facilities of national importance under Art. 16 of the Research and Innovation Promotion Act (SR 420.1, RIPA). These
research facilities help to generate scientific added value in various fields and complement the research activities pursued by Swiss higher education institutions and research institutes within the FIT Domain. The main purpose of this
research funding instrument is to establish a strong basis of research conducted outside the higher education sector.
According to Art. 16 of the Research
and Innovation Promotion Act (SR 420.1,
RIPA), the Confederation may:
 “decide on funding contributions and
other measures to establish and sustain
scientific support services”, particularly
with regards to the provision of scientific and technical information and
documentation;

 Provide funding contributions to research and ancillary facilities and require that these facilities be merged
and restructured in order to qualify for
federal funding;”
As an underlying principle, public and private entities must contribute base funding and the Confederation shall make up

the difference (but no more than 50% of
the total costs of the qualifying research
facility).
In the Federal Decree of 11 September
2012 on Budgets Allocated to Research
Facilities of National Importance for
2013-2016, the Federal Assembly approved a total budget of CHF 296.4
million to support research facilities of
7
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national importance under Art. 16 RIPA
for the budgetary period 2013-2016.
However, applications for federal funding amounted to CHF 336.5 million. Project proposals came from twenty-three
research facilities that have already qualified for funding as well as from four new
applicant facilities. One research facility
re-submitted an application for reconsideration.
Based on assessments made by the Swiss
Science and Technology Council (SSTC)
and other bodies as well as on the principles set forth in the Federal Council
Dispatch on the Promotion of Education,
Research and Innovation for 2013-2016,
a total of twenty-six research facilities
outside the higher education sector will
receive federal funding over the current
budgetary period.
Nine of these research facilities fall under
the category of “research infrastructure”
(e.g. the Swiss Foundation for Research
in Social Sciences FORS in Lausanne).
Fifteen research facilities fall under the
category of “research institute” (e.g.
the Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute TPH in Basel). The remaining two
research facilities fall under the category
of “technology competence centres”:
the Swiss Center for Electronics and Microtechnology CSEM in Neuchâtel and
Inspire AG for mechatronic production
systems and manufacturing in Zurich).

Overview of federal funding contributions to research facilities for 2013-2016 to 26
Research facility

Total 2013-16

Jean Monnet Foundation for Europe
Swiss Foundation for Research in Social Sciences
Solar Research Institute
Swiss Institute of Bioinformatics
Swiss Institute for Art Research
Swiss Institute for Child and Youth Media

0.54
10
1
42.5
11.5
1.105

Swiss Social Archives

5.14

Swiss Art History Foundation

2.11

Swiss Theatre Collection Foundation

1.8

Biotechnology Institute Thurgau

2.7

IDIAP Research Institute

9.94

Institute for Cultural Research Graubunden

2.2

Institute of Oncology Research

2.7

Institute for Research in Biomedicine

8

Institute for Research in Ophthalmology

3.5

Swiss Group for Clinical Cancer Research

25.4

Swiss Centre for Applied Human Toxicology
Swiss Finance Institute
Swiss Institute of Allergy and Asthma Research
Swiss Paraplegic Research
Swiss Vaccine Research Institute
Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute
Swiss Peace Foundation

10
7
3.355
2.4
6
19.5
2.5

Vitrocentre – Swiss Stained Glass and Glass Art Research Centre

2.08

Swiss Center for Electronics and Microtechnology

102

Inspire AG for mechatronic production systems and manufacturing in Zurich

10

* (Funding contributions in CHF billion. Subject to annual budgetary decisions by Federal Assembly)

Eleven of the research facilities qualifying
for federal funding are active in the fields
of medicine and biology, ten in humanities and social sciences and five in natural
sciences and technical disciplines.
A total of sixteen research facilities under
Art. 16 RIPA will receive over CHF 5 billion between 2013-2016 or have agreed
to specific development objectives with
the Confederation. The State Secretariat
for Education, Research and Innovation
(SERI) has signed service agreements
with all sixteen of these facilities.
Contact

SERI, Katharina Eggenberger,
Deputy head of National Research and
Innovation Division
 + 41 31 323 59 85
 katharina.eggenberger@sbfi.admin.ch
Further information

www.sbfi.admin.ch/artikel16_de
8

The VITROCENTRE in Romont (FR) is one of 26 institutions. Its main tasks include research on the history of
stained glass window techniques, painting on glass and glassmaking as well as research on conservation and
technology. Image: Vitrocentre
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Giant window opens into new dimensions of space
man eye. The observatory will provide
details on the birth of new stars, young
galaxies in the early universe and the development of new planets around distant
stars. In addition, it will precisely analyse
how molecules are distributed – many of
which are vital for life – throughout interstellar space and should lead to the discovery of countless new molecules.
Switzerland has been a member of the
ESO since 1982 and has contributed
around CHF 30 million for construction
of ALMA since the year 2000 (total cost
of project: CHF 1.3 billion). As a result,
Swiss researchers have access to this new
advanced astronomical interferometer.
Bird’s eye view of Alma facility. Image: ESO

Contact

The official opening ceremony for the
Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter
Array (ALMA) in the Chilean Andes was
held on 13 March 2013. This is an international radio astronomy project involving the European Southern Observatory
(ESO), North America (USA and Canada)
and South East Asia (Japan and Taiwan).

The plateau on which the ALMA facility
rests is situated at an altitude of 5,000
metres above sea level in the northern
part of Chile. The facility has over 60 parabolic antennas ranging from seven to
twelve metres in diameter.
ALMA will search the cosmos using
wavelengths that are invisible to the hu-

SERI, Martin Steinacher,
Head of International Research
Organisations Section
 + 41 31 324 23 82
 martin.steinacher@sbfi.admin.ch
Further information

www.sbfi.admin.ch/eso
www.eso.org/public

Bilateral research cooperation with priority countries

Successful start of new four-year phase
Federal bilateral programmes to encourage research cooperation with
priority countries will continue in
2013-2016. These programmes will
be based on solid principles of scientific excellence, mutual interest and
matching funds. At the same time,
the “Leading House” model will be
retained. Contracts have already
been signed between the State Secretariat for Eduction, Research and
Innovation (SERI) and Switzerland’s
two federal institutes of technology
(ETHZ and EPFL) as well as with the
University of Basel and the University of Geneva.
Priority countries for bilateral research cooperation remain practically unchanged.
Cooperation initiatives are mainly pursued with Brazil, Russia, India, China and

South Africa (BRICS countries) as well as
with Japan and South Korea. However,
greater attention will now also be given
to countries that previously had received
less attention under the criteria set forth
in Switzerland’s international ERI strategy.
The new countries to be considered nevertheless offer very promising development potential and may therefore qualify
for funding of individual pilot projects.
In addition, calls for joint research project
(JRP) proposals and subsequent processing and selection on the Swiss side will
no longer be handled by the Leading
Houses themselves but rather by the
Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF).
This is an important development in the
standardisation and simplification of procedures for the submission and selection
of JRPs under bilateral programmes.

By and large, Leading Houses and Associated Leading Houses will retain responsibility for bilateral cooperation with the
same countries as in the previous budgetary period:
 The EPFL will remain the Leading
House for research cooperation with
India and Brazil as well as with other
countries in Latin America and South
East Asia that have expressed interest
in becoming potential partners. The
University of Lausanne will remain the
Associated Leading House for the bilateral programme with India.
 The ETHZ will continue to focus on
China, Japan, South Korea and other
countries in the Asia-Pacific region.
The University of Zurich will remain
the Associated Leading House for China and has now also been chosen as
9
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the Associated Leading House for Japan. The University of Geneva intends
to establish itself as the Associated
Leading House for South Korea.
 The University of Basel will remain in
charge of research cooperation with
South Africa and other African countries; in its role as Associated Leading
House, the Swiss Tropical and Public
Health Institute (Swiss TPH) will continue to manage two Swiss research
centres: one in Tanzania and the other
in Côte d‘Ivoire.

 The University of Geneva will remain
responsible for Russia. It will also explore potential cooperation initiatives
with potential partners in the Commonwealth of Independent States.
The Federal Institute of Technology
Lausanne (EPFL) will act as the Associated Leading House.
Contact

SERI, Ambassador Mauro Moruzzi,
Head of International Relations Division
 + 41 31 322 68 36
 mauro.moruzzi@sbfi.admin.ch

New impulses at the VPET Partner Conference

Conference of Confederation, Cantons and
Professional Organisations in Murten

Quotes for SERI News /
VPET Partner Conference
 “Despite differences of opinion,
there is a common denominator:
the desire for VET and PET to remain key components of the Swiss
education system. This will require
all of us to do our part and respect
the work being done by other partners.”
Véronique Polito, Central Secretary,
Swiss Federation of Trade Unions
(SGB)
 “The VPET partnership is like any
good marriage: you need to continuously discuss the relationship.
The VPET Partner Conference offers
a platform for such discussions.”
Josef Widmer, Deputy Director of
SERI
 “Even the EU has recognised that
Switzerland’s VPET partnership is
a success factor in the dual-track
approach to learning. We haven’t
reached all of the objectives that
we set out to achieve in our vision.
However, this is normal. Otherwise,
it wouldn’t be a vision any longer.”
Theo Ninck, President of Swiss
Conference of VPET Offices (SBBK)

In Murten, the VPET partnership was put to the test. Image: Christophe Stolz

Responsibility for managing and
shaping vocational and professional
education and training in Switzerland
is shared by three partners: the Confederation, the cantons and professional organisations (social partners,
trade associations, VPET providers).
At the VPET Partner Conference held
in Murten in mid-March some 150
representatives of these three VPET
partners were (almost) all agreed
that cooperation largely works well.
In some areas, there is still a need for
clarification of roles and responsibilities.
10

In his opening remarks, Josef Widmer,
Deputy Director of the State Secretariat
for Education, Research and Innovation (SERI), summarised the situation
concisely: after numerous reforms initiated after entry into force of the new
Vocational and Professional Education
and Training Act (SR 412.10, VPETA)
in 2004, questions have arisen regarding implementation and feasibility. One
essential issue has been the critical and
constructive involvement of the three
VPET partners.

 “The political interests of VPET partners do not always coincide. The various interests need to be discussed
without embellishment. The view,
for instance, that the Confederation
needs to play a stronger role in managing the system should strongly
be opposed.”
Hans-Ulrich Bigler, Director, Swiss
Industry and Trade Association
(SGV-USAM)
 “The heterogeneity of professional organisations is a reflection of
the different needs and degree of
structuring in the various branches
and occupations. The Confederation must be strong. It must be able
to establish and enforce rules that
apply to everyone.”
Jürg Zellweger, member of the
Executive Board, Swiss Employer’s
Association (SAV)
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Encouraging mobility and the acquisition of foreign languages
The themes covered in this year’s meeting of
VPET partners included both mobility and the
acquisition of foreign languages within both
the upper-secondary level VET and tertiarylevel PET sectors. The mandate to increase
mobility activities was given by the national
Apprenticeship Conference held in 2011.
The groundwork and workshops at the gathering in Murten led to the conclusion that a
differentiated approach is necessary: needs
and possibilities vary considerably according
to target group, training model (work-based
training, classroom instruction), branch and
occupation. The easiest approach is to implement measures across multiple locations
in large-sized companies.
In many cases, companies, associations and learners do not receive enough information about the various options and models;
this is namely the case for the Piaget exchange programme as well as the EU’s Leonardo da Vinci programme for stays in other
countries. The ch Foundation for Federal Cooperation in Solothurn is responsible for implementation of both programmes in
Switzerland.
Another conclusion drawn from the workshops is that new information and communication technologies (ICTs) are becoming
increasingly prevalent and therefore that VET professionals should undergo systematic ICT training. SERI supports the voluntary
pursuit of occupation-specific activities; subsequent action will be decided by this summer.

Cooperation and a willingness to
seek compromise
The Confederation does not wish to
regulate as much as possible but rather only as much as needed, explained
the new head of SERI’s Directorate for
Vocational and Professional Education
and Training and General Education.
As former head of a cantonal office, he
understands both cantonal and federal
viewpoints. He stated that while there is
nothing wrong with diverging opinions,
these should be addressed in direct and
open discussions. After all, the VPET system emerged as a result of cooperation
and a willingness to seek compromise.
As such, the VPET system requires an
understanding of the big picture and
the pursuit of the shared objective of
ensuring that young people in the VPET
system do not receive a second-rate
education.
Diverging viewpoints
Most of the participants at the VPET
Partner Conference held similar views:
the VPET partnership works well up to
90%. It enables broadly supported and
practical solutions to be found and is
one of the main reasons why the VPET
system as a whole has been so success-

ful and why it has drawn so much international recognition. Not everyone sees
the VPET partnership in a positive light.
Hans-Ulrich Bigler, Director of the Swiss
Industry and Trade Association (SGVUSAM) feels that the VPET partnership
is actually “on its sickbed” and “may
even require intensive care”. While other
speakers and discussion participants felt
that the Confederation should play a
greater role in leading and coordinating
the large number of participants within
the VPET system, Mr Bigler was against
this. He felt that power was already too
unevenly distributed. He also pointed
out that some cantons were gathering
their own information on funding of
tertiary-level professional education and
training (PET), which essentially circumvented the VPET partnership process.
He concluded by saying that the focus
of the VPET partnership should return
to the overarching objective of ensuring
the employability of young people.
Call for a clarification of roles
In the workshops, the main thrust of
discussions was on clarification of roles,
especially within professional organisations. Unlike the Confederation and the
cantons, professional organisations are

very heterogeneous and lack a governing body or umbrella association that
truly represents all branches, occupations/professions and social partners.
Such a body or association would be
able to express their concerns with one
voice. The merging of the Federal Office
for Professional Education and Technology (OPET) and the State Secretariat for
Education and Research (SER) into a single federal agency SERI was viewed as
an opportunity to achieve the necessary
clarification of roles.
Josef Widmer announced that SERI
would systematically examine the various viewpoints and proposals expressed
during the workshops. Proposals for follow-up action would then be presented
at the next VPET Partner Conference at
the latest.
Contact

SERI, Katrin Frei,
Head of Fundamentals and Policy Section, Vocational Education and Training
 + 41 31 322 68 36
 katrin.frei@sbfi.admin.ch
Conference documentation:
www.sbfi.admin.ch/verbundpartner
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27,036

FACT OF THE MONTH
According to figures published by the Federal Statistical Office (FSO), a total of 27,036 PET qualifications
were issued in 2011 (of which 23,255 were federally regulated qualifications). As part of tertiary-level education, the PET sector offers a wide range of options enabling professionals in specific fields to obtain higher
level training that meets the needs of the labour market. In comparison, the FSO reports that 40,390 higher
education qualifications (excl. CET and doctoral qualifications) were issued in 2011. Thanks to this blend of
tertiary-level professional and academic training options, Switzerland has a well-balanced education system
that is capable of satisfying the different needs of the labour market.

Agenda
VPET Conference on 28 May 2013
This year’s traditional VPET Conference in May will focus primarily on
the combination of classroom instruction and work-based training as a
competitive factor in upper-secondary
level vocational education and training (VET) and tertiary-level professional education and training (PET). In a
series of speeches and workshop discussions, participants will learn about
how the position of the Swiss VPET
system can be further strengthened
at both the national and international
levels.
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Further information and registration:

www.sbfi.admin.ch/tagung

