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EUREKA Clusters 
EUREKA clusters are long-term strategic industry initiatives. There are seven clusters which are currently active. 
It is particularly important for Switzerland to foster contacts between Swiss SMEs and large European 
businesses. Swiss partners are subject to the same eligibility criteria for EUREKA cluster projects as for regular 
EUREKA projects. 
 
Switzerland currently has representatives in the steering group of the EURIPIDES (micro- and nanoelectronics) 
and ACQUEAU (water technologies) clusters. It also participates in four other clusters without having a 
representative in their steering groups. However, those interested in Swiss proposals can take part in the calls 
for proposals for these clusters, which relate to the field of information and communication technology 
(CELTICPLUS cluster, ITEA 2 cluster and CATRENE cluster), energy (EUROGIA+ cluster) and production 
technologies (Manufuture Industry cluster). 

 

The Metallurgy Europe - EUREKA Cluster  

Integrates scientific research, industrial manufacturing and end-user engineering across the whole of Europe, 

thus catalyzing a large-scale community effort to make breakthrough products for a wide range of sectors. 

The Metallurgy Europe community has successfully developed a collaborative and innovative ‘roadmap’ of 
activities, defining the most important strategic domains for the coming period 2014-2020. It will lay technical 
foundation for design & discovery of next-generation metallic alloys, compounds & composites that can be 
processed into higher-performance metallic components and integrate industrial metallic materials, advanced 
manufacturing, end-user OEM engineering & academic research across Europe 
 
Link to the Metallurgy Europe Homepage 
Link to the Participants List - there are 216 participants listed 

Universities and Research Institutes: 70 

Companies (SME and Large Companies): 143 

Governmental organisations: 3 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How can cooperating within a cluster support my project idea? 

Cooperation within a cluster allows for the development of new products, process or services in European 

projects as well as a possibility to gain access to new markets. An exchange of experience and knowledge on an 

international level and the strengthening of the competitive position of SME’s.  

Which funding rules are applicable? 

The projects are funded by the CTI, so CTI rules are applicable. If CTI rules cannot be complied with, 

participation can be self-funded by an industry partner without the involvement of an academic partner.  

How does the luster labelling process work? 

1. Project Outline (PO) – submission according to cluster deadline 

2. At the same time as the evaluation of the PO is undertaken by the cluster board, EUREKA secretariat 

Switzerland will request the CTI to check the project’s potential.  

3. If the cluster board evaluates the project and recommends it, then the project consortium is invited to 

submit a full project proposal (FPP). The EUREKA secretariat can support the project consortium 

further with feedback from the CTI. 

http://metallurgy-europe.eu/goals/
http://metallurgy-europe.eu/list-of-all-members/
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4. The cluster board evaluates the full project proposal (FPP) and assigns the cluster label.  

5. Submission of the CTI Proposal (allotment of CTI funding determines whether the partners can 

participate in the project or not).  

Metallurgy Europe Cluster – Project Submission:  

Professor Hans Fecht, Head of the Metallurgy Cluster Secretariat, Ulm hans.fecht@metallurgy-europe.eu  

Information on project submission can be found under: http://metallurgy-europe.eu/call-process/ 

Tasks of EUREKA secretariat Switzerland:  
The EUREKA secretariat Switzerland is the point of contact for EUREKA projects. All national EUREKA project 
coordinators (NPC) exchange information about the history or status of projects at regular meetings three 
times a year. Should any project encounter problems in a country, this can be discussed in an informal 
exchange across national borders.  
Additionally, the EUREKA secretariat Switzerland informs the CTI about changes in projects and requests 
preliminary evaluations by CTI experts of future submissions to make it easier for applicants to submit projects.  
Because each participating partner submits a funding proposal in their respective country, a regular exchange 
of information between the agencies is required until a project is up and running. The EUREKA secretariat 
Switzerland coordinates this exchange and thus supports the CTI. 
 

FAQ: 

Who to consult: 

- Cluster website – cluster project submission process and events 
- EUREKA secretariat Switzerland  – coordinates between all partners (cluster, funding agencies and 

participants) 
- CTI – informs participants about CTI funding requirements and the funding decision 

 
How are IP rights handled? 
Every consortium has to draw up a consortium agreement between all partners at the start of the project.  
 
When should I inform the EUREKA secretariat Switzerland of my participation? 
It would be useful to get in touch with the EUREKA secretariat Switzerland as early as possible to state your 
interest. This ensures that the information flow starts off in a goal-oriented manner and all parties receive the 
information that they need. 
 
 
 
Contact information: 
 

Commission for Technology and Innovation CTI  
Micro-/Nanotechnologies 
Einsteinstrasse 2 
3003 Bern 
 
Dr. Urs Graf 
micro.nano.technologies@kti.admin.ch  
Tel. +41 58 464 07 19 

State Secretariat for Education, Research and 
Innovation SERI 
EUREKA Secretariat Switzerland 
Einsteinstrasse 2 
3003 Bern 
 
Dr. Andreas Gut 
andreas.gut@sbfi.admin.ch 
Tel. +41 58 462 11 07 
 
Colette John-Grant  
colette.john@sbfi.admin.ch 
Tel. +41 58 464 91 43 
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